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flight. Here was the chance I had been waiting for,
and I immediately entered three models of my own.
In March 1907, when the entry lists were closed, I was,
however, chagrined to read that over 200 entries had
been received for the competition, and it seemed to
me that with so many machines I would stand small
chance of being successful.

I constructed my three models in the stable of my
brother's (Dr. S. Verdon-Roe) home on West Hill,
Putney, and tested them in the back garden. I got
all my three machines to fly succesfully, and when
the contest came to be judged I was given the highest-
awarded prize. My winning machine was a ' pusher '
biplane of the front elevator type. This model had
a span of 8 feet, and the length of twisted elastic
which was the motive power being encased in a braced
frame of triangular section 8 feet in length. This
machine flew over a 100 feet. To-day any boy can
buy a small model for a few shillings which will fly
for a considerably greater distance, but at the Daily
Mail Exhibition, which was held in the Agricultural
Hall with the flying tests conducted on the slopes of
the Alexandra Palace, barely half a dozen of the
models shown would fly more than a few feet.

In my winning model, the fuselage containing the
rubber elastic was of triangular section with lattice-
girder construction. It had to take a very heavy
compression load. There was a large elevator attached
to the top plane by two booms ; it was held rigid by
king-posts and bracing-wires, the inclination of the
elevator being adjustable at two points, so that a twist
or warp could be obtained for turning to the right or
left. Wire was chiefly used for bracing the machine,
and the wings were covered with oiled paper.

Prior to the flying trials I took a stroll round the
Agricultural Hall to see what my rivals had produced.
Actually I found that apart from the beautifully made